Adams County

Local Emergency Planning Committee

Lincoln Park Fire Station
1145 South Hastings Avenue
Hastings, NE

Minutes of January 27, 2009 Meeting 
Members present:  Steve Ardiana Shelly Boden, Dick Christensen, Steve Eddy, Jeremy Groves, Jim Morgan, Dana Odom, Bob Rose, Barb Shaver, Chief Thoren and Loren Uden 
Members absent (excused):  Trent Kelly, Jill McMahon, Dorian Vaipan 

Meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm by the Chairperson
Captain Darin Clark and the Hastings Fire Department were thanked for the use of their meeting room.  
The agenda was approved by general consensus, with the addition of a discussion of proposed 40 hour Hazwoper Training (2010) by Jeremy Groves.
A motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2009, meeting was made by Chief Thoren, was seconded by the group and was approved.

 Activity Since Last Meeting
- CSB’s Safety Videos “Blast Wave in Danvers” and “Half an Hour to Tragedy” taken to Hastings Public Access Channel for airing.

-  Dr. Seymour (Adams County Extension Service) contacted about Shelter-in-Place Kit competition at 2009 4-H Fair.  Top three entries are to receive savings bonds of $150, $100 and $50, respectively.

-  December 17th meeting to plan for Shelter-in-Place Kit event of March/April 2009.

-  the SHDHD offered to supply 250 N-95 medical masks for the Shelter-in-Place Kits.
Shelter-in-Place Kit Project

Loren Uden discussed his summary document describing the event scheduled for the week of March 30 – April 4th, to include what is expected of retailers and what retailers can expect from the LEPC.  NEMA denied the request for HMEP money to pay for the newspaper ad because of the link of the event to the purchase of an All Hazards Radio.  Consequently, the Shelter-in-Place Kits will be given out without that precondition.  Contact with retailers to seek participation will occur as follows:  Allen’s, Christensen; Big G Ace, Childers; Walmart, Eddy; Menards – Groves; Orscheln, Clark.  It was also mentioned that there is a need to determine which date would work best for each retailer and a need to have volunteers to assemble the kits and to work the table at each night during the promotion.  If someone would like to volunteer to create the newspaper ad for the promotion, that would be much appreciated.  If possible, we would like to meet sometime in February to continue to finalize the details for the event.
LEPC Sponsored Meeting with Chemical Facility Representatives

Uden and Christensen described the event that occurred at Equalizer Midwest, Inc, on November 11th from 11:30 a.m until 1:00 p.m.  There were 20 facility personnel in attendance to include representation from 10 of the 18 RMP facilities and 18 of the 35 EHS facilities in Adams County.  Lunch was provided by Equalizer Midwest.  The purpose of the meeting was for facility representatives to interact with emergency responders, support agencies and the LEPC, to emphasize the importance of pre-event planning and to discuss what the first responders would expect from the facility representatives in the event of a response to a HazMat release or security issue at the facility and what the facility could expect from the responders and, of course, to encourage enhanced support of the LEPC.
Presenters at the meeting included Hastings Fire Chief Kent Gilbert (representing both the HFD and the rural departments), Detective Scaccia (representing both HPD and county law enforcement), Mark Lohnes (NDEQ), Loren Uden (ACEMA and the LEPC) and Eddy and Christensen (LEPC).  All presenters did a great job; Scaccia stunned the group with his discussion of local terrorist activity.
Handout materials included the CSB’s “Safety Videos 2005-2008” (by request to order), the EPA’s DVD “Anhydrous Ammonia Incidents for Emergency Responders”, LEPC flash drives, information on the Adams County LEPC (function and activity) and shelter-in-place brochures.  Mark Boerkircher (Chief Industries) and Marty Stange (Hastings Utilities) won the $30 gift certificates to Bernardo’s.

Christensen mentioned that, while this was an important contact with facilities, it was intended only as an initial contact, with additional contact to occur in the future.

Request for Electronic Tier II Reporting
To improve information handling, the Adams County LEPC has formally requested (by letter) that all Tier II Reporting facilities submit their report for 2008 electronically to the Adams County LEPC or to the Adams County LEPC and HFD (depending upon location).  After March 1st, all rural departments will be provided with paper and electronic copies of the reports.
Nebraska Hazardous Materials Symposium
It was mentioned that the annual Nebraska Hazardous Materials Symposium is scheduled for March 28th and 29th in Hastings, with the Hazardous Materials Awareness Week to be declared by the Governor in conjunction with that event (for March 23rd – March 28th).  Uden suggested that the LEPC sponsor a table at the symposium (at a cost of $150).  A corresponding motion was made by Shelly Boden, was seconded by Chief Thoren and was passed by general concensus.

Miscellaneous

Jim Morgan gave the report for SHDHD which included an update on the status of pertusses in the area and the stockpiling of anti-virals.

Steve Ardiana mentioned that the NDEQ website for Tier II reporting was not available for use on Sunday the 25th and hoped that this would not be an ongoing problem.
Bob Rose mentioned that an exercise is planned with the 72nd WMD Civil Support Team for April which will involve a biological aspect.  He also mentioned the ongoing effort to hire a contingency planner for the area.  Uden will write a letter of support for the filling of this position for an extended time.

Upcoming Events

In addition to those events already mentioned, the EPA will be presenting an RMP Workshop at the Hastings Police Station on February 25th, the HFD will be hosting day-long air monitoring workshops (on February 4th, 5th and 6th) to which all are welcome to attend on the day of their choice and the Regional LEPC Conference will be held in again in Kansas City, August 6th – 9th, 2009.
Next Meeting

The next regular LEPC meeting was scheduled for March 24, 2009 at Armour Eckrich Meats LLC.  
Adjourment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. by general consensus.

.

