Adams County

Local Emergency Planning Committee

Adams County Emergency Management Agency
Minutes of June 16, 2008 Meeting 
Those present: Bill Loutzenheiser, Loren Uden, Chief Thoren, Dick Christensen, Shelly Boden, Barb Shaver, Jim Morgan, Bob Rose, Steve Eddy, Trent Kelly, Ronda Ehly, Dan Childers, and Steve Ardiana
Those absent (excused):  Darin Clark, Michele Bever, Dana and Phil Odom, Jeremy Groves and Ron Chesbrough
Meeting was called to order at 12:12 pm by the Chairperson
Shelly Boden pointed out that a copy of the Open Meeting law was posted on the wall for viewing.
A motion to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2008, meeting was made by Chief Thoren and seconded by Steve Eddy. Motion carried.

For those who were not at the Annual Meeting, it was pointed out that LEPC folder packets were made by Emergency Management so that all members would have the required information for their records - to include LEPC Background Information, Mandate and Summary, a copy of NEPCRA (Nebraska Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act) and a copy of the Adams County LEPC Bylaws. Please see Shelly if you did not receive a packet.
It was also noted that Loren Uden had mentioned at the Annual Meeting that he had not received any spill reports in 2007 and that he was not receiving any advance notification of 10-34-0 production.  Both of these issues should be addressed by the LEPC in meetings with facilities.

Secretary Needed:
A call was again made for a volunteer to be secretary, with no response.
“Stop.  Leave It Alone.  Get a Grown-up”  CD  
Via laptop and projector, Loren demonstrated the features of the CD “Stop.  Leave It Alone.  Get a Grown-up”  CD that is such an excellent tool for providing HazMat and general safety training for children and is also fun.  Linda Waldron will distribute this CD to daycare and preschool facilities, as part of her normal contact with them.  The LEPC will take on the responsibility to distribute these to elementary schools in Adams County.  Chief Thoren mentioned that HPD could also distribute CDs through their DARE program.  Trent Kelly will make the initial contact with Troy Loeffelholz of HPS.  Steve Eddy will make initial contact with Adams Central School system.  Shelly will provide a list of school contacts for the county.  It was also mentioned that Jessica Warner might be a good contact to help with distribution through Health Department activities.  Jim Morgan took several copies.  Insofar as possible, we need to coordinate the efforts at distribution so that we do not miss any large group or duplicate coverage.
Proposed Changes to the Bylaws
While a full review and update of the Bylaws is needed, for now it should be sufficient to look at changes to the membership sections, per the handout.  In Section 1, the wording would be changed slightly but would still require approval of membership applications by the Board of Supervisors (or their designated representative).  If the board is not interested in membership approvals, then reference to their involvement will be eliminated.  In Section 5, the proposed change would be to allow designated representatives to vote.  These proposed changes will be discussed further at the next meeting and will be considered for adoption.

Review and Approve Final Changes to Annex F (HazMat) of the LEOP
As discussions were apparently ongoing regarding minor changes to Annex F, the review and approval of a final version by the LEPC was deferred.  The consensus of the group was to allow Loren and Dan Childers to complete their discussions and make the minor changes that they could agree to.  There was some concern that the work of the sub-group (Thoren, Uden and Christensen of May 1) on the review and update might be altered at this late date.  To satisfy this concern, a copy of the final draft will be sent to Thoren and Christensen (and also to Eddy) for approval.
Tier II Report, Follow-up
It was noted that NEPCRA requires that the LEPC receive Tier II Reports and makes the Reports available to the public but does not specify that the Tier II information be summarized in CAMEO or Fire House or any other system.  In order to make the information available to the public, it must be complete and accurate insofar as possible.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of the LEPC to follow-up with facilities that should have filed a report (but did not) and facilities that filed incomplete reports.  A list was passed around to show which facilities were included in follow-up, why they were included and how the follow-up was made.  Most of the facilities that have been contacted have responded favorably.
Shelter-in-Place Kit Competition

It was reported that NEMA will not fund the awarding of cash prizes for the winners of the competition.  Loren had stated earlier that he would use money from his own EMA budget if NEMA declined support.  Suzie Brown will provide a judge for the entries.

Meeting with Chemical Facility Representatives

Equalizer Midwest, Inc. will host a meeting with chemical facilities in October or November to discuss the expectations of emergency responders for the event of an incident at their facility and for the LEPC to promote its work and encourage participation.  If funding can not be obtained elsewhere, Equalizer will cover the cost of a lunch.

Disaster Preparedness Kits

Tonya Ngotel, of NEMA, has the Disaster Preparedness Kit that Platte County LEPC used at their event last September and will allow us to look at it to assist in the process of determining what could be included in our kits.
National Weather Service Resources

Steve Eddy indicated a great willingness to give presentations on the capabilities of the National Weather Service to provide support to agencies involved in emergency response.  Consequently, arrangements were made for him to attend the Hastings Area Mutual Aid Association meeting on September 16th in Giltner (7:30 pm) to present his NWS information.  Chief Thoren mentioned that law enforcement would also be interested in learning of the NWS capabilities and Steve indicated that he would be willing to give as many presentations as would be desired.

Adams County LEPC Website

Shelly has been working on the website and Loren (again via laptop and projector) showed the home page and the links that are presently operable.

Wal-Mart

It was noted that Wal-Mart had contacted Shelly about information for a Safety Day (June 28) and Steve Eddy about a Weather Radio promotion.  Both events should be very helpful in promoting information and activities that the LEPC is very interested in.

PCS Ammonia Railcar HazMat Training Event
On August 19th and 20th, PCS will be providing training at Equalizer Midwest on an Ammonia Railcar and emergency response.  One of the days will be dedicated to providing training to emergency responders and PCS is willing to include the specific type of training that would be of most interest to the responding community.  Details will follow as they are worked out.
Next Meeting

Per the suggestion of Chief Thoren and the offer of Steve Eddy, the next meeting of the Adams County LEPC will be at the National Weather Service facility (6365 N. Osborne Drive West) at 12:10 pm on August 27th.

The meeting was adjourned by general consensus at 1:00 pm.

