Adams County

Local Emergency Planning Committee

National Weather Service Office
6365 North Osborne Drive West

Hastings, NE

Minutes of August 27, 2008 Meeting 
Members present:  Steve Ardiana Shelly Boden, Dick Christensen, Steve Eddy, Jeremy Groves, Jack Hynes, Trent Kelly, Steve Kisner, Bill Loutzenheiser, Jim Morgan, Bob Rose, Chief Thoren and Loren Uden 
Guests present:  Tonya Ngotel, NEMA (SERC Coordinator), Mark Lohnes, NDEQ (SARA Title III Coordinator) and Susan Elmore, NWS

Members absent (excused):  Ronda Ehly, Dana and Phil Odom, 

Meeting was called to order at 12:20 pm by the Chairperson
Steve Eddy and Steve Kisner were thanked for the tour of the NWS facility (which preceded the meeting) and for the use of their meeting room.  Tonya Ngotel and Mark Lohnes were welcomed as special guests representing NEMA and NDEQ respectively.
A motion to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2008, meeting was made by Chief Thoren and seconded by Bill Loutzenheiser. Motion carried.

Follow-up on Sheltering-in-Place and All Hazard Radio Promotion

As a follow-up to comments made by Thoren at the June 16th meeting, the Committee was reminded of the importance of continuing to promote the concepts of Shelter-in-Place and of using the NOAA Weather Radio as an All Hazard Warning device.  It was noted that Shelly had updated the English version of the Shelter-in-Place brochure and that the South Heartland District Health Department was working on the update of the Spanish brochure and creating an electronic format such that the brochure can be more easily updated and can also be included on the website.  Steve Ardiana volunteered to update the Vietnamese version of the brochure and to also create an electronic file of the document.  The Committee was also reminded that the Hunker the Clown coloring pages were available in both English and Spanish versions.  Steve Kisner volunteered to covert the VHS version of the Unocal Shelter-in-Place video into a digital format such that it can be copied to a DVD and placed on the website.  Christensen mentioned that we are currently out of the Shelter-in-Place refrigerator magnets but that a HMEP mini-grant request had been submitted for the purchase of another 1000.  A copy of the 2003 letter from NEMA recommending that all Nebraska citizens obtain a NOAA Weather Radio and use it as their primary all hazard warning device was distributed and discussed.
Activity Since Last Meeting
Uden mentioned that the final revision of Annex F (HazMat) of the LEOP has been completed, is now pending approval and re-publication.  
Uden and Steve Eddy discussed the very successful Weather Radio promotion that occurred on July 23rd and was sponsored by Wal-Mart, the National Weather Service (Steve Eddy) and KHAS-TV (John Walsh).  At least 50 radios were sold and programmed in the allowed two hour time frame.   Eddy mentioned that, owing to the success of the event, Wal-Mart might be encouraged to sponsor a similar but larger event (longer) in the future.
Steve Eddy also mentioned that in August and September the federal; project “America is Safer When Our Schools Are Safer” will be completed with the distribution of 186,000 NOAA Weather (All Hazard) Radios to schools not covered in previous distributions (i.e. post-secondary and non-public schools, preschools and Head Start programs)
It was also mentioned that the LEPC had a table at the National Night Out event on August 5th (thanks to the space provided by the Adams County Emergency Management Agency).  One Weather Radio was given out in a drawing; with the winner being given a special tour of the NWS Office by Steve Eddy and having their radio programmed at that time.
Christensen also noted that an effort is currently underway to reestablish the airing of videos and other information on the Hastings Public Access Channel.  Thoren mentioned that we need to keep in mind that only 40% coverage is achieved through the HPAC.

Nebraska LEPC Conference
Tonya Ngotel discussed the major features of the upcoming Nebraska LEPC Conference and noted that volunteers (approximately 4) would be needed for the morning of the 19th to help with registration and vendor setup and that the number of people pre-registered is relatively small.  Christensen encouraged LEPC members to use their networks to get the conference information out and to make note of the fact that the representatives of the chemical handling business/industry are welcome to attend even thought they are not current LEPC members.  Based upon the activity listed in a handout, Uden made a motion to nominate Equalizer Midwest, Inc. for the Supporting/Business/Industry award to be given out at the Conference.  The nomination was seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Ngotel stated that the nomination would be accepted and taken under consideration by NEMA.
“Stop.  Leave It Alone.  Get a Grown-up” CD  
In late July, a letter (a copy of which was provided to each of the members) along with one CD was sent to the principals of all the elementary schools in Adams County to promote the use of this “Stop.  Leave It Alone.  Get a Grown-up” CD in their schools systems.  The letter/CD was also provided to the South Heartland District Health Department, ESU #9 and the Adams County Extension Agency so that they were aware of the initiative.  A follow-up phone call was made to the principals in mid-August to offer additional copies, as needed.  Not having received a significant response to the initiative at this point, it was suggested that the members individually make contact with their acquaintances in the schools systems to help promote the CD.  Jim Morgan stated that he would make contact with the school system in Blue Hill.  Trent Kelly made the observation that the teachers need to have time to teach the basics, i.e. “reading, writing and arithmetic”.  Christensen agreed and suggested that the teachers do not have to include the CD in their curriculum but rather could just make the CD available to the kids for their “free” time activity in class and at the library.
Disaster Preparedness Kits

Loren Uden showed the Disaster Preparedness Kit (that Platte County LEPC had used at an event last September) and suggested that we could do something similar in Adams County, possibly after the first of the year (in March or so).  A discussion ensued regarding the kit and contents.  Chief Thoren suggested that the money used for the kits could be just as well spent on Weather Radios.  Tonya pointed out that HMEP money can not be used for the purchase of Weather Radios.  Trent Kelly asked if there was a list of items that can be funded with HMEP money.  Tonya stated that, unfortunately, there was not such a list but that the money could be spent on “Shelter-in-Place” initiatives, exercises, fair booths and administrative costs, for example.  She also mentioned that there is no limit placed on an LEPC as to how much HMEP money can be spent on approved projects in any one year.  Subsequent to this discussion there was a motion by Trent Kelly and second by Bill Loutzenheiser to distribute disaster preparedness kits after the first of the year in some type of event.  The motion carried unanimously.  There was a suggestion that the kits might be tied to some type of Weather Radio promotion and that possibility will be decided at a future time.
Budget Items

Tonya verbally approved the purchase of Shelter-in-Place refrigerator magnets (i.e. 1000 @ $0.30/ea) and also the expenditure of $2000 for Disaster Preparedness Kits for the current fiscal year and another $2000 for the next fiscal year.
Adams County LEPC Website

Steve Kisner brought up the website on the conference room screen so everyone could see the site that Shelly has been diligently working on and especially to show the Shelter-in-Place links.
Release Reporting

United Suppliers (located on East J Street) advised Loren Uden that they would be would be converting superphosphoric acid and ammonia into 10-34-0 over the next few days and would be emitting ammonia as part of that process at a rate of 6 to 9 lb/hr.  Such advanced notification of conversion is highly desirable in the event that the public makes a report of an ammonia smell in the area.  The first place to consider as the source of the ammonia smell would then be the conversion process at the United Suppliers location.

Next Meeting

Per the offer of Chief Thoren, the next meeting will be held at the Hastings Police Department (Room 317) on October 28th.
The meeting was adjourned by general consensus at 1:20 pm.
