Adams County

Local Emergency Planning Committee

Lincoln Park Fire Station
1145 S. Hastings Avenue
Hastings, NE

Minutes of April 28, 2009, Annual Meeting 
Members present:  Shelly Boden, Dick Christensen, Steve Eddy, Dana Odom, Phil Odom, Barb Shaver, Chief Thoren and Loren Uden 
Members absent (excused):  Darin Clark, Jeremy Groves, Bill Loutzenheiser 

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by the Chairperson
It was noted that this was the annual meeting of the Adams County LEPC and that the required notices for such had been published in the Hastings Tribune.  It was also noted that, owing to the lack of a quorum, certain of the agenda items would have to be postponed until the next meeting for consideration.

Crete, Nebraska Ammonia Release Incident
A brief overview was given of the ammonia release that occurred in Crete, Nebraska, in 1969.  This presentation was intended to emphasize the importance of the mission of the Adams County LEPC, i.e. to minimize the consequences of a similar major chemical release in our community through emergency planning and public education and, again, to illustrate that the Sheltering-in-Place concept can be particularly effective under the right circumstances. 
Membership Issues

Shelly Boden, Barb Shaver, Chief Thoren and Loren Uden were recognized for their two years of service to the Adams County LEPC and were given membership applications to complete for their continued service to this organization.

It was noted that the requirement for media membership had not been met in a long time and that we should try to find someone to fill that position.  Subsequently, it was suggested that one of the KHAS-TV weathermen might be a good fit.   Steve Eddy volunteered to make the contact to see if there would be any interest. 

Shelter-in-Place Kit Giveaway
A summary sheet was provided which listed the exact contents of each kit, which organization provided the materials for the kits and what the various materials cost.
Approximately $5,150 was expended on the project, with each kit costing about $21.  The major contributor of materials was Big G Ace and the major donor (after the Adams County Emergency Management Agency) was the South Heartland District Health Department.  Many people contributed to the assembly and distribution of the kits and all were thanked for their efforts.  Of special note were the teenagers (volunteered by Jill McMahon) who helped to assemble the kits in the amazing time of just under 90 minutes.
Also, the National Weather Service personnel and Steve Eddy did a particularly good job of interacting with the public as they programmed weather radios.  Media coverage of the event was particularly good, especially by KHAS-TV and John Walsh.  A thank you note was received from Big G Ace, mentioning that they would be willing to participate in any similar future event.

If this project is to be attempted again, it was recommended that only one retailer be involved to simplify material purchase and that perhaps the public be required to purchase some item for the kit to reward the participating retailer.  This might also help to ensure the one-kit-per-family concept.

Website, www.adamslepc.com
Shelly illustrated and demonstrated the features of the website, at www.adamslepc.com .  Christensen noted that Shelly Boden has done an excellent job in building the website and making it interesting.  To continue the enhancement, it was suggested that a link should be added to the site to the Chemical Safety Board’s “2005-2008 Safety Videos”.  
Also, it was suggested that the website be nominated for the regional award at the LEPC Conference in August.
Tier II Reporting for 2008
The Tier II Report summary for 2008 was deferred until the next meeting.

Adams County Emergency Management Report
A update was given on the status of the H1N1 Flu, which at this point seems to be less a threat than originally expected.

Loren Uden also gave an update on the search for an acceptable emergency notification system to include the fee-based system WENS (Wireless Emergency Notification System) available through Inspiron Logistics and the free Nixle Municipal Wire system.  Shelly and Loren demonstrated the features of the latter. 
Uden also presented a copy of the first issue of his ACEMA Newsletter, which included the interesting article “Are You Ready?”
Shelly showed the entertaining and timely video entitled “Why Do It in Our Sleeves” (available at www.acema.org) regarding “Sneeze in Your Sleeve, Cover Your Cough” concept.
Regional LEPC Conference
Tonya Ngotel has requested that persons planning to attend the Regional LEPC Conference in Kansas City in August make their intentions known to her by June 1st.
At this point, Steve Eddy, Loren, Shelly and Darin Clark all have an interest in attending.
Next Meeting

The next LEPC meeting will be the annual meeting, scheduled for June 2nd at 12:10 p.m. at the Adams County Emergency Management Agency Office
Adjourment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. by general consensus.
