Adams County

Local Emergency Planning Committee

Hastings Police Department Auditorium
317 South Burlington Avenue
Hastings, NE

Minutes of October 28, 2008 Meeting 
Members present:  Steve Ardiana Shelly Boden, Dick Christensen, Steve Eddy, Trent Kelly, Steve Kisner, Bill Loutzenheiser, Jim Morgan, Phil and Dana Odom, Bob Rose, Chief Thoren and Loren Uden 
Members absent (excused):  Darin Clark, Jeremy Groves, Barb Shaver, Dorian Vaipan 

Meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm by the Chairperson
Chief Thoren and the Hastings Police Department were thanked for the use of their meeting room.  
The proposed agenda was approved by general consensus.

A motion to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2008, meeting was made by Phil Odom and seconded by Steve Eddy. Motion carried.

 Activity Since Last Meeting
A summary of recent activity of the Adams County LEPC was given, as follows:


-    reestablished the showing of safety videos on the Hastings Public Access Channel, to include the Agrium (Unocal) “Shelter-in-Place, Know What to Do”, the KPEPC “Kids Shelter-in-Place” and the EPA’s “Local Emergency Planning Committees, Guarding the Safety of Your Community”

-    Steve Eddy gave a presentation on the support capabilities of the National Weather Service at the Hastings Mutual Aid Association meeting on September 16th.

-    the Nebraska LEPC Conference, held in Hastings on September 19-21, was very successful, especially the demonstration of the portable hospital unit on Sunday.  Thanks to those who helped with the setup on Friday - Thoren, Loutzenheiser, Morgan, Clark and, of course, Uden and Boden.


-    congratulations to Shelly Boden for being recognized at the conference as an Outstanding LEPC Member and to Equalizer Midwest, Inc. for being recognized as the Outstanding Business/Industry in support of an LEPC.

-    the update of the Spanish version of the Shelter-in-Place brochure was completed by the SHDHD/Jim Morgan and the Vietnamese version was updated by Steve Ardiana/Armour Eckrich Meats.  Thanks to all involved in this project.  Shelly has added both these documents to the website.


-    Loren has replenished the supply of Shelter-in-Place refrigerator magnets


-    Shelly has continued building the website, adamslepc.com.  Members are encouraged to look at the site and make suggestions for enhancement.
Shelter-in-Place Kit Competition at 2009 4-H Fair

It was noted that a decision needs to be made as to whether or not the LEPC wants to sponsor a shelter-in-place kit competition at 2009 4-H Fair.  The consensus of the group was that the LEPC should sponsor such a competition and that the Adams County Extension Office should be advised accordingly.  The nature of the prizes will be determined at a later date. 

Shelter-in-Place Kit Project

Pursuant to the approval at the last LEPC meeting, Uden has been working on purchasing items for the proposed 250 Shelter-inPlace Kits and summarized the progress to date – to include the purchase of the bags, first aid kits and glow sticks.  A total of $4,000 has been granted by NEMA for the completion of the kits ($2000 for the 2007/2008 budget and $2000 for the 2008/2009 budget) and there is still some money available to purchase others items, as deemed appropriate.  The kits will be given out at an event in late March or April, with the details of the event and promotion to be decided at a later date but the consensus was that the event should be associated with some type of “All Hazard Radio” promotion.  Chief Thoren, Dana Odom, Jim Morgan and Steve Ardiana volunteered to assist with the project to include the assembly of the kits, as needed.  A meeting of the Committee as a Whole will take place in December to work on the details of the event/promotion.
November 11th Meeting with Chemical Facility Representatives

Invitations have been sent out to all the RMP facilities and most of the EHS facilities in Adams County to attend a lunch-time meeting at Equalizer Midwest, Inc. on November 11th.  The purpose of the meeting will be for facility representatives to interact with emergency responders, support agencies and the Adams County LEPC.  Additionally, facility attendees will be advised as to what to expect (and what will be expected of them) in the event of a HazMat release response or HazMat security response at their facility.  Information will be provided by the Hastings Fire Department, Hastings Police Department, NDEQ, Adams County Emergency Management Agency and Adams County LEPC.
Report by SHDHD

Jim Morgan reported on the status of Pertussis in the area, on the testing of the SHDHD call down list and on the special needs survey and planning.

Full Scale Exercise

Loren Uden reported on the Full Scale Exercise to take place tomorrow (Wednesday, October 29th) and indicated that volunteers for the event were still needed.  The exercise will be based upon the collision of a school bus with an electrical substation, will involve 60 patients, of which 30 will be transported to Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital for treatment. 
Proposed Change of ByLaws

The section of the bylaws under consideration for change was discussed.  It was pointed out that the proposed change has the support of the Board of Supervisors (as indicated to Christensen by Jack Hynes in a phone conversation), that the intent of the change is not to circumvent to the Board but rather to place the responsibility for LEPC membership upon the LEPC itself and to reflect the process that has been obtaining for the approval of LEPC memberships.  Thoren wanted additional clarification as to the position of the Board of Supervisors on the change and was assured that they were ok with the proposal.  Chief Thoren then made the motion to approve the changes as presented, which was seconded by Phil Odom and was unanimously passed by the Committee.
Next Meeting

The next regular LEPC meeting was scheduled for January 27, 2009.  Steve Ardiana also mentioned that Armour Eckrich Meats LLC would also like to host an upcoming meeting and would check on available dates for their meeting room

Adjourment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. by general consensus.

.

